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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: VIEWS OF AFRIKANER EDITOR 

1 . LUCAS DE LANGE, DEPUTY EDITOR OF THE DIE TRANSVALER, 

NATIONAL PARTY ORGAN IN THE TRANSVAAL, RECENTLY WROTE A SERIES 
OF PESSIMISTIC ARTICLES ON HIS LATEST VISIT TO RHODESIA. 

DE LANGE IN A CONVERSATION WITH POLITICAL COUNSELOR ON AUGUST 10 
SAID THAT HE FOUND THE WHITE POPULATION INCREASINGLY DEMORALIZED. 
THE PROSPECT OF "RUNNING AWAY" WAS JUST UNDER THE SURFACE IN 
EVERYONES MIND. PLANES AND TRAINS, HE SAID, WERE FULLY BOOKED 
AS MANY WHITES WHO WERE STAYING WERE SENDING OUT THEIR FAMILIES. 

2. THE WHITE POPULATION, DE LANGE SAID, NOW SEE THAT THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IS NOT THE SOLUTION AND THAT IT WILL NOT END 
THE WAR BUT WILL PROBABLY MAKE IT MORE INTENSE. THE WHITES BELIEVE 
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THAT ONLY AN ARRANGEMENT BRINGING BACK NKOMO WOULD SALVAGE 
THE SITUATION AND END THE CONFLICT. DE LANGE SAID THAT 
SMITH'S ONLY OPTION NOW IS TO DELAY INDEPENDENCE AND TO TRY TO 
NEGOTIATE SOME BROADER ARRANGEMENT. THE WHITES WERE CLEARLY IN 
FAVOR OF PROCEEDING WITH AN ALL-PARTIES MEETING. 

3. DE LANGE BELIEVES THAT MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE ARE STRONGLY 
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OPPOSED TO AN ALL-PARTIES MEETING BECAUSE THEY PERCEIVE THAT IT 
WOULD MEAN RECOGNITION OF THE FAILURE OF THE MARCH 3 AGREEMENT 
AND THIS SERIOUSLY UNDERMINE THEIR SUPPORT AND THEIR CHANCES 
TO ATTAIN POWER. DE LANGE THOUGHT THAT THE UANC STILL PROBABLY 
HAD MAJORITY SUPPORT AMONG THE BLACK POPULATION BUT THAT MUZOREWA 
WAS NOW THOUGHT OF AS A "MOUSE". THE BLACK POWER STRUGGLE IS 
INTENSIFYING AND CHIKEREMA IS COMING ON STRONG WITHIN THE UANC. 

THE WHITES. HOWEVER, DISTRUST CHIKEREMA AND WOULD PREFER NKOMO. 

4. DE LANGE SAID THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE MILITARY'S LOSS 
OF CONTROL IN A GOOD PORTION OF THE COUNTRYSIDE. THE SOLDIERS 
NOW DID NOT KNOW WHAT THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR. DE LANGE ASKED THIS 
QUESTION OF MANY RHODESIAN OFFICERS INCLUDING GENERALS, AND 

NO ONE COULD GIVE AN ANSWER. THE OFFICERS SIMPLY EMPHASIZED 
THEIR SANDHURST TRATION AND SAID THAT THEY WOULD DO THEIR DUTY 
AND FOLLOW ORDERS. DE LANGE ALSO SAID THAT HE HAD LEARNED OF 
THE BEGINNING OF SOME DISOBEDIENCE IN THE WHITE POPULATION 
TO MILITARY CALL-UPS. SOMEONE TOLD HIM OF A CALL-UP LETTER BEING 
RETURNED WITH A SCRIBBLED MESSAGE FROM THE PARENTS SAYING THAT 
THEY DID NOT WANT THEIR SON 'TO DIE FOR CHIKEREMA." 

5. COMMENT: DE LANGE, A VERLIGTE (LIBERAL) NATIONALIST, HAS 
IN THE PAST BEEN BASICALLY SYMPATHETIC WITH THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT EFFORT. HIS CURRENT VIEWS THUS REPRESENTS A 
PARTICULARLY TELLING ASSESSMENT. 
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